My Future as a Learner (Ramblings 101)
~*  I found it interesting that I would be asked to write about my future as a learner.  I have asked myself and my fellow classmates throughout my studies how we plan on keeping up with the latest and greatest in technology.  We have all wondered how we would accomplish this.  Suddenly I found myself starting to answer this question this past spring (2006).  It was during a class, I found myself (and others in the class) always asking our instructor how she found some of the new software, downloads, and websites she had found for use in our class.  I finally concluded that she spent 14 hours a day in front of her computer and I would never be able to do that.  Was it time to throw in the towel?  I love learning about technology too much to be able to do that.  Instead, I put it on a backburner of priorities hoping that at some point I would have a flash of enlightenment and solve my problem.  Well, I am happy to report that I saw the flash!  Of course I was in Chicago and listening to Will Richardson talk about blogging, podcasting, wikis, and RSS feeds.  I had known and seen what RSS feeds can do at least six times before but for some reason, we took the time during his presentation and got an account at Bloglines.  Now, to my demise, I rush to my computer each day seeing what is happening in the world of technology.  I not only am watching what new technology is coming down the pipe, but I also find it interesting to see where in the world we’ve had earthquakes since the last time I checked my account.  Now if I could only convince every school district in the state to put an RSS feed on their employment webpage, I figure I could save myself 10 hours a week looking for a job.
~*  I also decided during this flash that I would attempt podcasting with my 5th grade students this year.  After doing it myself in an 817 class, I have decided that this is something my students would embrace.  I’m pondering over the possible problems I could come across and how to solve them throughout the summer.  Since I had used the Odeo website, I, of course, wanted to head that way but am aware that others podcasts on the site have inappropriate content.  So now I’m faced with the decision of how important it is to actually “publish” the podcasts to the web.  I have some other ideas such as using Audacity (free download) to record and then posting to another site.  I’m half tempted to use Odeo and at the same time make it a very strong point to say that some sites have inappropriate content and use this as a part of the learning process.  The Internet is a great resource but more and more I feel that we (educators) need to do a better job of teaching the students that everyone knows there is inappropriate content on websites and it’s their responsibility to stay away from it.  Sounds good, I know, but I think the more we “hide” the content from them the more they want to explore and find it.   Take the excitement out of it.  I’ll spend many nights in limbo before the final decision is made in August.  I haven’t convinced myself that 4th and 5th grade is the proper time to make them responsible for these decisions but exactly when is the best time to begin?  Each child is different.  Some are ready and responsible to make these decisions but others won’t be ready in their lifetime.  How can I say some can podcast and others can’t?  Who am I to make that decision?  This is just a glimpse of my personal battles each day with elementary students and technology.
~*  I do like the fact that most of my new ideas are virtually cost-free.  I have to admit I did ask my principal for 2 USB microphones for the podcasting though.  (She graciously approved.)

~*  Another area I struggle with in teaching technology to my elementary students is touch-typing.  Some students are self-disciplined enough to not look at the keyboard (even though I could easily cover it up).  Such students are also the ones that see the importance of learning how to type the “correct” way.  Then we have the students that, physically, aren’t ready until late 3rd grade to begin using all of their fingers to type.  These students also seem to be the ones that are less likely to see the need for typing correctly.  Since teaching touch-typing to 3rd through 5th grade students is part of my district technology curriculum, I continue to teach it.  The 5th grade writing teacher is in my lab every day I am not so that her students can publish their writing.  I love the fact that she is enforcing what I teach but I also wonder if publishing is a good use of time for this age?  Some of these kids spend an hour typing 4 sentences, all while using improper typing technique.  I am a proponent of using technology but my machines are capable of so much and are still only being seen as a fancy word processor.  Until I come up with a new “plan of attack”, or should I wait for that enlightenment flash again, I’ll continue to ponder this issue also.  If anyone has any suggestions or words of enlightenment, please e-mail me!
